Relapse of stage I small cell lung cancer ten or more years after the start of treatment.
Most patients with small cell lung cancer (SCLC) usually show relapse within 1 or 2 years. Relapses after a 5-year disease-free survival are extremely rare. This report describes two patients with stage I SCLC in whom the disease recurred 10 or more years after the start of initial therapy. Because the recurrence of SCLC was noted in the mediastinal lymph nodes of the same side, we concluded that the patients had a late relapse of SCLC rather than a metachronous lung cancer.